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in the parks — "Go," "Stop/' "Please keep off the grass" —
parts of a story that has been told, and simple directions
and notices printed on the blackboard or the bulletin board,
furnish excellent reading material to begin with, because
such reading is useful to the child.
One first-grade teacher put the following notice on the
bulletin board: "Mary's mother has some pictures of the
children. If you want one sign your name here." Those
children who read the notice and signed their names were
given the pictures. Another first grade planned an excursion
to a near-by park to give the squirrels a Thanksgiving party.
Before going, the children read the following directions re-
garding safety:
Stop.    Look.    Listen.
Cross the street at the crossings.
Walk across the street.
Do not run across the street,
Books Easily Available. — Attractive books should be put
in a conspicuous place and the children invited to sit at the
table and look at them or take them to their own seats.10
If they find something interesting in the books, they may
tell the group about it. The children should be encouraged
to bring some of their books from home, to tell the other
children about them, and leave them on the table a few days
for others to look at and read.
Reading Material Dealing with Familiar Experiences. —
Beginning reading material should deal with experiences
familiar to the child so that he will have many associations
with the words as soon as he identifies the printed symbol
with the spoken word. Beginning reading material should
be natural, logical, and conversational, and so similar to
the child's own speech that he can easily read ahead by
anticipating meanings. Accounts of visits that pupils have
made and activities in which they have engaged make excel-
10 Lewis M. Terman and Margaret Lima, Children's Reading, Chapter 8,
New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1926.

